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R&D Center 
Set for P.G. 

Pentagon Chooses 
Supercomputer Site 


ByRudolph A.-Pyatt Jr. ; I 

WutiafUe Pott Sufl Writer -■ 

The Defense Department said 
yesterday it will design and produce 
a new generation of supercomput- 
ers at a major new research center 
in Prince George’s County. 

The Supercomputer Research 
Center (SRC) is expected to attract 
a large number of advanced-tech- 
nology firms to Prince George’s 
County a^l become the hub of U.S. 
efforts to compete with the Japa- 
nese in building a so-called fifth- 
generation computer. 

The $12 million facility .wilLbfc: . 
l ocated at the Maryland Science and 
Technology Center, near Routes 56 ! 
and 301 in Bowie. It will be built by 
the Institute for Defense Analysis- 
(IDA), under contract with POD 
through the National Security I i 
Agency, a defense intelligence^ 

agency that uses computer technol- i 

ogy to intercept electronic commu- / 
nicatkms and break codes. The IDA » 
is a federally funded, nonprofit Tir^ 

ganitatkm that conducts research ’] 

on national security issues for J?C3X ~- 

Kesearch at the center is expect-]; 

ed to have a profound impact on / 
supercomputing technology as it; 
applies to national security, higher 
education and industry,. Defense 
Department officials said yesterday. 

Research leading to development 
of supercomputers already is under 
way in the United States, but the 
Maryland center is the most ambi- 
tious undertaking yet in an effort to 
produce a new generation of ultra- 
high-speed computers. During the 


past£4ecade, scientists and engi- 
neers^ have been attempting to 
overcome the limitations of existing 
computer technology by shrinking 
the c&nputer chip. In theory, how- 
ewer, ,£we’re reaching the limits of 
whatjwe can do" with current com- 
pttteijtechnology, a Defense, De- 
partment official said. 

£<£Mearch at the center wiD be 
• primarily at building a new ' 
atkn of computers 10,000. 

„ . I faster than the present gen- 
eration, said Air Force Lt. Gen.Lln * > j ; 



bctaHE). Faurer, director of NSj*L 
.The research is part of what ap- 
pearAo be a growing Defense De- 
partment effort to bolster its teefe 
Oology base in state-of-the-art com- 
puters. . 4 

:A consortium of private compa-'; 

l i i _ • • i 1 


California, Massachusetts and 
North Carolina," Hughes said. 

Prince George’s County Execu- 
tive Parris Glendening said con- 
struction on the center will lead to 
development of 4 million to 5 mil- 
lion square feet of new office space 
in research parks expected to be 
built in the vicinity. 

Hughes announced the plans to 
build the research center at a joint 
press conference in Annapolis with 
Gen. Faurer and IDA’s president, 
retired U.S, Army general Andrew 
J. Goodpaster. • : ■ . ~ 

Goodpaster said the decision to 


build the research center in Mary- 
1 land was based on several factors — 
l including quality of life and proxim- 
ity to the University of Maryland, 
^which has an excellent computer 
science program. 

The state solidified its position by 


pies has established a similar center \ donating nearly 20 acres of prime 
in Austin, under the leadership of , land at the Maryland Science and 


farmer NSA director Bobby Rav . 
Inman . But officials said research 
conducted at the Maryland center 
frill go beyond the work being done 
Austin. The Maryland center Will 
eqable scientists and engineers to . 
develop state-of-the-art technolo- 
gies for computers "for the rest of 
p» e century,” said Maryland Gov. 
Harry Hughes. 

£.»The center, which is being built 
as part of a collaborative effort by 
federal, state and local interests, 
initially will employ a professional 
research staff of at least 100 of the 
nation’s top scientists and engi- 
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Technology Center, providing a $2 
million grant for development and 
agreeing to help the center obtain 
financing with industrial revenue 
bonds. In addition, the University of 
Maryland, which established the 
sciehce and technology center, will 
make available a wide range of re- 
sources, and will collaborate on re- 
search. 

Faurer said that it is critical to 
national security that the United! 
States \ maintain and increase its I 
lead in high-speed computation ! 
processes. That is why NSA. is es- ! 
tablishing the supercomputing re- 1 
f r . . search center, NSA is already a ma- 

ofincement of plans tb build jor User df supercomputers, :V' : 
iupertomputer center was a - DOD officials said the center will 
suite, which recently . draw on JHl of the tesearch and de- 
velopment being done through the 
Defense Advance Research Project 
Agency (DARPA) and elsewhere to 
" develop tofonrtatton and products to 
be used to solve defense-related 
problems. DARPA hopes to make 
mqjor breakthroughs in supercom- 
puting by harnessing the center’ll 
research and applying it to defense. 
At the saipe time, however, .the 
center’s research will be used in in- 
dustrial applications. 

The center will attempt to devel- 
op so-called^ parallel computer proc- 
essing systems. Parallel : systems 
provide results much more quickly 
than standard computers, which 
process dati sequentially. • 


a major bid to land a multimif- 
pon-poUar Defense Department 
contgact for a software research 
tenter St the University of Mary- 
land^ College Park campus. Tbe 
fentagon announced earlier this 
|ttbntjf that the center would be lo- 
cate^ at Carnegie-Mellon Univer- 


Jji-NSA’s decision to locate the su> 
peroomputer in Maryland is expect- 
ed fiT enhance efforts by the state 
andlhe Washington area to com- 
pete^ with other high-technology 
tenters. Tbe SRC will provide the 
Jyitical mass which is essential to 
stealing a true high-technology re- 
Seaitb center', similar to facilities in 
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